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The Mission of the ABA is to advocate, develop, and facilitate bicycling for Albertans.  

The Vision of the ABA is to be the recognized authority and leader for bicycling in Alberta. 



2016 Alberta Bicycle Association Annual General Meeting Agenda 

October 16, 2016 

5:00pm-6:30pm 

Clearview Community Hall, Red Deer 

 

1. Review and Approval of Agenda 

2. Approval of AGM Minutes  

3. Reports 
  3.1 Shawn Bunnin-President  
  3.2 Helen Bain- Vice President Administration 
  3.3 Tim Croft- Vice President BMX 
  3.4 Brent Topilko- Vice President Racing 
  3.5 Karly Coleman- Vice President Recreation & Transportation 
  3.6 Deanne Coish- Vice President Women’s Racing 
 

4.  Items for Approval 
               4.1Audited 2015 Financial Statements 
 

5. Elections 
 5.1 President  - 2 years 
 5.2 Vice President Racing- 2 years 

  5.3 Vice President BMX– 2 years 
  5.4 Chief Commissaire- 12years 
  5.5  2 Members at Large-2 years 
  5.6 3 Racing Committee Members- 2 years 
  5.9 1 BMX Committee Member- 2 years 
  5.10 2 Financial Auditors– 1 year 
   
   

6.0 Other Business 

7.0  Adjournment 
 

 
Time allotted for Questions and Answers following the completion of the agenda. 



 2015 Alberta Bicycle Association Annual General Meeting Minutes 

September 26, 2015, 4:00PM-5:30PM 

Argyll Velodrome 

Edmonton 

 
Quorum not achieved. Agreed to meet in 15 mins (4:30) 
 
Shawn Bunnin presented the yearly award winners 
Female athlete of the year- Monique Sullivan 
Male athlete of the year- Evan Burtnik 
Coach of the year Cam Jennings 
President’s award – Brent Topilko 
Michael Almdal Scholarship- Sara Poidevin 
 
 
1. Review and Approval of Agenda 

 
Motion to approve the agenda Chris Bullivant/Tim Croft- carried 
 

2. Approval of AGM Minutes October 4, 2014 
 
 Motion to approve the minutes from October 4, 2014- Brent Topilko/Kyle Husband- carried 
 
3. Reports 

 
3.1 Shawn Bunnin-President  

 Cycling in AB/Western Canada best it is has ever been.  
 Becoming a mainstream sport 
 2015 great year, more races, emergence of some new races 
 Juniors doing well, national podium potential in all disciplines 
 Fiscally the ABA is in a strong position 
 
   3.2  Helen Bain- Vice President Administration 
 ABA is doing well 
 Have had the books professionally audited 
 Plan to have enough funds to cover any grants that may not come through 
 
 3.3  Darren Williams- Vice President BMX 
 Announced that he has decided to stepping down after 1 year 
 BMX is alive and well, very strong province in Canada 
 Participation is up about 10 percent 
 Provincial Team- getting stronger, 2 racers on the National team 
 Calgary hosted a UCI race in 2015 hosting Nationals in 2016 & 2017, looking to build a Supercross track 
 
 3.4  Geordie Ma- Chief Commissaire 
 Not present at the meeting 
 
 3.5  Shaun Adamson- Vice President Racing 
 Not present at the meeting 
 Karly Coleman- Vice President Recreation & Transportation 
 Not present at the meeting 
 
 3.6  Geoff McGill- Vice President Women’s Racing 
 Not present at the meeting 
 
4. Items for Approval 
 
 4.1 Audited 2014 Financial Statements 
 Motion to approve the financial statements as presented Brent Topilko/Kyle Husband-carried 
 
5.      Elections 
 Scrutinizers  set as Phil Abbott and Joan Couling 
 



 5.1 Vice President Administration - 2 years 
Nominated Helen Bain- Chris Bullivant/Ashley Turgeon 
Acclaimed 
 
 5.2 Vice President Recreation & Transportation- 2 years 
Karly Coleman- Helen Bain/Mark Jung 
Acclaimed 
 
 5.3 Vice President Women’s Racing-2 years 
Nominated- Deanne Coish- Nicole Barby/Sarah McCartney 
Acclaimed 
 
 5.4 Vice President BMX- 1 year 
Nominated- Tim Croft-Chris Bullivant/Carolyn Croft 
  Tina Tuchscherer- Ashley Turgeon/Jonas Tremel 
  John Lavorato- Darren Willams 
 
Elected- Tim Croft    
 
 5.5 2 Members at Large-2 years 
Nominated -Shantel Koenig -Mark Jung/Kyle Anderson 
James Kendal- Brent Topilko/Gayle Wozny 
Michael Pinkoski- Helen Bain/Bernie Fagnan- declined nomination 
 
Acclaimed Shantel Koenig and James Kendal 
 
 5.6 2 Racing Committee Members- 2 years 
Nominated-Mark Jung- Shantel Koenig/Ashley Turgeon 
Andrew Rockwell – Brent Topilko/Robert Armstrong 
Shaun Adamson- Helen Bain/Oliver Walls 
 
Elected Shaun Adamson and Mark Jung 
 
 5.7 2 BMX Committee Member- 2 years 
Nominated- Jonas Tremel- Chris Bullivant/Doug Jones 
Doug Jones- Tina Tuchscherer/Jonas Tremel 
John Lavorato- Darren Williams/Tim Croft 
Tina Tuchscherer- Helen Bain- declined 
 
 
Elected – Doug Jones and Jonas Tremel 
 
 5.8 2 Financial Auditors- 1 year 
 
Motion to defer the selection of the accountants to the Board of Directors, will either be the Federation of Calgary Communities or 
Hawkings Epp Dumont -Helen Bain/Chris Bullivant- carried 
 
 5.9               Vice President Racing- 1 year 
Nominations- Shaun Adamson- Helen Bain/Robert Armstrong 
Brent Topilko- Andrew Rockwell/Mark Jung 
 
Elected Brent Topilko 
 
       5.10  Chief Commissaire- 1 year 
Nominations- Geordie Ma- Carolyn Croft/Chris Bullivant 
          Acclaimed 
 
Motion to destroy the ballots- Ashley Turgeon/Chris Bullivant- carried 
 
      6.0  Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn – Michael Pinkoski 



President’ Report – Shawn Bunnin 

Cycling in Alberta continues to enjoy its strongest participation & awareness in the last decade. As the governing body for 

all forms of organized cycling in the province, the Alberta Bicycle Association has a great opportunity to benefit from this 

in all our strategic priorities of cycling advocacy, racing, development, and member recruitment. 

2016 saw an increase in the number of races and participants. We sanctioned more races in every discipline, in an attempt 

to offer more options to members. The Tour of Alberta held its fourth year, and was viewed as a success as judged by the 

level of competition present. This event continues to raise the level and awareness of cycling in our province, and ABA 

staff were directly involved during the week of the tour. 

An outstanding success in 2016 was our Trailblazers Youth Riding program where participation doubled to over 1100. As 

this program introduces children aged 8-16 to the sport of cycling, the future generation of cyclists is born. We will see 

this benefit in years to come, and its foundation is being laid now. 

The ABA had a strong fiscal year in 2015, and we are on track to meet or exceed that performance in 2016. We are cur-

rently well-capitalized and hold sufficient reserves to deal with unforeseen events and opportunities. In 2017, we will con-

tinue to operate within the limits of our cash flow to fulfill our mission and make the capital purchases required to do so. 

Growth opportunities will be pursued through expansion of revenue & sponsorship where available. 

Our challenge as an organization in 2017 will be to continue facilitating growth of our sport through current means and 

resources. Top priorities continue to be growing the number and variety of events that our members have to choose 

from, and working with organizers to make sanctioning a race with the ABA into a competitive advantage. Examples of 

this include the staffing, timing systems, and promotion that we are able to offer. I feel this quality of event increases the 

value of an ABA membership, and will continue to strengthen our organization through membership growth. 

2016 produced National and Olympic Medals from alumni of our Junior & Paralympic development programs, a testament 

to the great riders and hard work that comes out of Alberta. This is due in part to an excellent job of recruitment and de-

velopment by our coaches - including our Provincial Team Coach, Phillipe Abbott. Our second challenge in 2017 is to con-

tinue recruiting and developing our Junior and Paralympic athletes, and fundraising will be a focus in 2017, so that this 

success may continue. 

Finally, our organization is run by a dedicated group of staff & volunteers. Without them it would not be possible to suc-

ceed. I would like to thank them along with Heather Lothian, Taras Feculak, Jordan McGuire, Joan Couling, and Phil Ab-

bott for their great contribution to our organization in 2016. 

Thanks for riding with us in 2016. I look forward to the 2017 year, and sharing it with all of you. 

Yours in Cycling, 

Shawn Bunnin 



Chief Commissaire’s Report – Geordie Ma 

2016 has been a fantastic season, with the excitement of another Olympic games and a robust racing series here in Al-

berta.  I’m immensely proud of the direct involvement our Alberta based commissaires have in growing and developing 

the sport of cycling, not just in our back yard but around the world. 

This past year marked several highlights on the officiating side of our organization: 

Andy Holmwood attended and successfully passed an Elite National Commissiare course for the road discipline in Colo-

rado Springs, CO.  Elite National Commissaire is a designation awarded directly by the UCI and is seen as the required level 

to be eligible to become a UCI International Commissiare.  In addition, he remained in Colorado Springs for an extra day 

and completed the National CX commissaire course in the US. 

Last year we had several of our commissaires successfully complete the classroom portion of their National MTB designa-

tion.  I’m pleased to report that they have now all passed their practical examinations and are recognized as fully certified 

National MTB Commissaires.  Join me in congratulating Carolyn Croft, Steve Baker, Adrienne Christopherson, Felix Lee, 

Vitaly Rudenko and Robert Armstrong. 

Our Alberta based commissaires found themselves assigned to lead or participate as panel members in a wide variety of 

high level events.  Over the 2016 racing season our commissaires appeared at the Rio Olympic games, several World Cups, 

National Championships, UCI commissaire seminars and multiple Canada Cups. 

We held entry level commissaire courses in all three disciplines (Road, MTB, and BMX).  However, enrollment was down 

from last year.  I would ask all members of the ABA to work to identify commissaire candidates (either themselves or oth-

ers) and encourage them to take a course in the spring.  I certainly hope that we can continue to nurture these new com-

missaires and help them along in their development. 

The Tour of Alberta offered up many commissaire development opportunities that allowed us to expose several commis-

saires to the inner workings of an international caliber event.  Andy Holmwood and Michael Pinkoski, who were assigned 

to the UCI commissaires panel were joined by Tom Lee and Robert Armstrong.  A new challenge for us this year, was due 

to the success of past years’ development opportunities, nearly all of our elligble road commissaires were assigned to the 

panel and thus we did not have any candidates for the “ride along” opportunities at this year’s tour. 

If given the opportunity, I look forward to continuing the great strides we have made in commissairing development next 

year.  There is still much to do, and we must focus our efforts on aiding all of our commissaires in improving their compe-

tencies and achieving the designations that they are striving for.  Our ever expanding racing calendar has placed some 

strains on the availability of our A Level commissaires.  However, I am pleased to see that in the past year the pool of com-

missaires we had to draw from allowed us to fill assignments with significantly less last minute changes.  I believe it may 

be the early indications that our recruiting efforts are paying off.  However, our focus in the coming years must be to in-

crease our recruiting efforts to bring more officials into the support and, more importantly, mentor and train our existing 

commissaires to take on ever more responsibility.  I hope that we help our commissaires in the province find their dedica-

tion to the sport of cycling to be both rewarding and enjoyable. 

Kindest regards, 

Geordie Ma 

Provincial Chief Commissaire 

UCI BMX & MTB Commissaire 

 

 

 

 



VP Racing-Brent Topilko 

 

The 2015 season came to a close with what looked to be a renewed interest in getting involved with helping make 

racing in Alberta great.  Personally seeing a steady increase in attendance at the ABA AGM over the last couple of 

years is a sign of good things to come for the coming seasons. 

Thanks to all the organizers who have continued to host races that have become staples on our race calendar.  Con-

gratulations to the organizers of the new events that made their race premiere on the 2016 calendar.  In the past we 

have often heard people say our provincial race calendar didn’t have enough races.  However this season I often 

heard people struggling to pick which races to do.  Having more people getting involved with putting on quality 

events will continue to help grow our sport in this province. 

As you can see above, the Trailblazers series has gone OFF! If you haven’t had the chance to attend one of these 

events yet I highly recommend it.  Whether you have kids or not it is an amazing experience to see all the kids ripping 

around the courses having the time of their lives.  To see the number of participants double from 2015 to 2016 is an 

amazing accomplishment and the organizers of these events should be praised for helping start to groom racers of 

the future. 

BMX is huge in Alberta, participant numbers continue to trend upward year after year.  The quality of Alberta BMX 

events are some of the best in North America. 

MTB Marathon participants increased again this year, even with only a couple of races many people enjoy the chance 

to push themselves to new limits in these endurance events. 

Track racing in Alberta is alive and kicking.  With the new indoor velodrome in Edmonton being built in the coming 

years I expect to see a major increase in track riding in the near future.  If you have the chance I highly recommend 

hitting one of the Learn To Track Ride clinics in Edmonton or Calgary.  There are many bike handling skills that can be 

learned on the track that can transfer to other disciplines. 

There were numerous road races added to the calendar this season especially in the Edmonton area.  More races 

meant more participants this year which is a great trend on both counts. 

Cyclcocross, cyclocross, and more cyclocross, so many races to choose from over such a short period of time.  I can 

guarantee participation numbers for 2016 are going to be off the charts.  If you have never went to watch or partici-

pate in a cross race I highly recommend it.  Similar to BMX, cyclocross is a family friendly event.  It’s standard to see 

moms, dads and kids racing thru out the day. 

Alberta is especially lucky to have a number of athletes representing us abroad.  This year having been an Olympic 

Year, special congrats to Allison Beveridge, Tara Whitten, Monique Sullivan, Kate O’brien, Ross Wilson and Mike 

Sametz for heading to RIO and making us all so proud. 

Discipline # of Events Total # of Participants 2015 Participants 2014 Participants 

BMX 11 4936 4588 4114 

MTB – XC 5 671 815 874 

MTB – Marathon 3 359 162 184 

MTB - Trailblazers 13 1133 552 551 

Cyclo-cross 16 N/A but it’s BIG  2205 1765 

Road 25 3014 2366 2975 

Track 3 122 108 92 



Allison Beverage also had an amazing lead up to the Olympics this summer.  She won a World Cup Gold medal, and a 

Bronze medal at World Championships.   Congrats to you Allison for have a career season. 

On July 22 of this year something amazing happened at Junior Track Worlds.  Stefan Ritter of Edmonton became 

Junior World Champion in the 1km Time Trial.  If you ever get the chance go and watch Stefan ride on the velodrome, 

it’s amazing.  Congrats to you Stefan, we are all so happy for you and look forward to watching your progress in the 

future. 

Devaney Collier also attended Junior Track Worlds this past summer.  Devaney won a Silver medal in the Scratch race 

and just missed being on the podium in the Junior Women’s Team Pursuit.  Congrats Devaney, these are both amaz-

ing accomplishments and we all look forward to seeing what heights you reach in the future.  We all hope you con-

tinue your successful season at Road Worlds this year. 

Alex Cowan has also had a break out season.  Alex won Gold at the Canadian Road Championships in the U23 ITT.  I 

can remember racing Alex in a cross race years ago and thinking man this kids is so erratic.  Well that has obviously 

changed, and he is now making his name on the National stage.  He has also been select to attend Road Worlds this 

year.  Congrats you Alex, we all look forward to following your progress. 

Other Alberta athletes who deserve honorable mention for putting up amazing results locally and abroad are: 

 

Sidney McGill 

Carla Shibley 

Sara Poidevin 

Kris Dahl 

 

Thanks for allowing me to be part of the process of racing here in Alberta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VP Recreation & Transportation Report – Karly Coleman 

The Recreation and Transportation Committee of Alberta Bicycle Association would like to report the following: 

 

The Government of Alberta, in conjunction with Bike Calgary and the City of Calgary, is developing an Alberta guidelines 
manual for Bikeway design. Although we are not currently at the table for these discussions, we are aware of them, have 
noted our interest and have put our name forward as a potential stakeholder.  Presently we are working with Bike Calgary 
as they put forward a “common” voice for cyclists in Alberta, as they are in Calgary where the majority of the meetings 
with Alberta Transportation are taking place. The intended result of this manual is consistent bicycle facilities designs 
throughout Alberta. Hopefully it will also encourage municipal and county staff to implement more bicycling facilities 
without a need for ‘re-inventing the wheel’ or fear of legal repercussions for selecting designs not presently included in 
the Transportation Association of Canada guidlines.     

 

We are heavily involved in organizing and managing the Alberta Bikes 2016 Conference, supplying sponsorship dollars, 
staff, and goods in kind.  The conference has invited a number of speakers – Andy Clarke, David Shepherd, Eric Baron, 
Veronica Pelletier, John Borrowman, Steve Parish, Elliot Fishman, Kimberley Nelson, Courtney Fellows, Joachim 
Hochstein, Scott Bricker, Lousia Mursell, Michael McCoy, Peter Swain, Jacob Johnson, Ryan Correy, Cameron Spence, 
Carly Lewis, Darin Langhorst and me, Karly Coleman – all of whom are industry, local, regional or international experts on 
bicycling or bicycle touring. The theme for the conference is bicycle tourism, and activities like hikes or movies are ar-
ranged that align with this theme. I have attached the speakers’ poster for your information.   The conference was very 
well attended and by all accounts very well received.  Planning will begin shortly for the next iteration.  

 

Our committee members work hard to maintain touch points with communities in Alberta, and feel that by supporting a 
conference where many advocacy, government and industry groups gather is an effective use of our money and time.  

 

Two members of our committee attended the Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals Pro Walk/ Bike / Place 
conference in Vancouver in September. This conference is relevant to ABA as it examines the use of space, particularly by 
more vulnerable road users.  Key themes from the conference include equity, inclusion, and advocacy. 

 

ABA’s involvement with the Tour of Alberta, which provides a strong visual representation of cycling in Alberta, is impor-
tant.  This year the Tour included a ride in which the cycling public could and did participate. This ride is perhaps a precur-
sor to Edmonton’s attempt at creating a Ciclovia on a permanent basis through the work of Paths for People.   

 

Calgary’s minimum cycletrack grid has been very successful, and with the participation of committee member Don Holl-
ingshead, the ABA recognizes it as an excellent step forward in making one of Alberta’s two major cities far more accessi-
ble by bicycle.  

 

Finally, the committee also arranged to send a letter of support from the ABA Board of Directors to Catherine McKenna, 
the Federal Minister of Environment regarding the Jasper to Icefields Centre trail /pathway. 

 

This year we have nominated Brent Clark for the Recreation and Transportation Award and here’s why:  

 

* Brent originally desired a SINGLE City of Calgary Bikeway Design Guideline Manual where both on and off-street facilities 
were addressed. Intent was to inform employee across City department jurisdictions, Parks / pathways and Roads /
Transportation Planning / cycle tracks, cycle lanes, routes, everything that isn't on-road infrastructure. Brent and others 
realized there were all too often infrastructure gaps where on and off-road facilities interfaced.  

 



* City staff also acknowledged a need for such a manual covering the whole gamut. However, staff were ALSO in receipt 
of requests for 'best practice' info from other AB municipalities anxious to install appropriate bicycling infrastructure. City 
staff realized that creation and eventual adoption of a PROVINCIAL Bikeway Design Guideline Manual would best serve 
everyone's interests. AB Transportation staff agreed and became one of the many Guidelines Manual funding partners 
along with Rockyview County and several other municipalities (Cities of Edmonton, Red Deer, Lethbridge, Town of Can-
more, and others) 

 

* Brent and other Bike Calgary board members agreed with the above and strongly lobbied for a seat on the Guidelines 
steering committee. Successful only after agreeing that the 'user / stakeholder rep' would represent bicycling interests 
province-wide. Other steering committee members are providing funding whereas the (key) 'bicycling stakeholder' rep 
does NOT provide funding.  

 

* Brent was also an organizing committee member for the first 3 AB Bicycle Commuters' Conferences.   



VP BMX—Tim Croft 

 

It has once again been an exciting year in the BMX World. On an international stage Tory NYHAUG (BC) placed 5th in the 
Rio Olympics. Additionally, we had a number of our Alberta Elite and Jr riders attend numerous World Cup events in 
Europe, USA and South America.  This was a new experience for many of them and all things being considered they per-
formed well under demanding conditions. In February a number of Alberta riders (7 total) attended a CC Next generation 
selection camp in Chula Vista, CA. This was the first time many of them had been exposed to a track of this level and it 
ended up being a positive experience for them and will no doubt aid them in further developing their skills. A number of 
riders attended a next generation selection camp in Abbotsford, BC in September which is required for consideration to 
receive further training and ultimately placing on the BMX National Team in the future. 

 

Locally, BMX registration numbers were up. When including general memberships there were approximately 2200 li-
censed BMX riders in Alberta. All of the ten tracks reported increased membership numbers in 2016. This in turn lead to 
higher district night races. Many clubs reported having upwards of 100 riders on a local club night. The “push bike” events 
are continuing to gain popularity among the 2-4 year old ages. Many of them have older siblings and/or parents riding and 
this is proving to be a great introduction to cycling for these toddlers. 

 

Provincially the Alberta Cup series had record participation numbers this year. Of the nine (9) races throughout the sea-
son over half of them had 500+ riders. The ones that didn’t break the magical 500 rider mark all saw significant increases 
in participation and set new attendance records for those clubs. The Alberta Championship race took place in Red Deer 
this year and in excess of 500 riders. Checking back through past events I found this to be the most attended event dating 
back to 2011. Participation in the series and provincial championship race is up an estimated 30% over last year and statis-
tics show that it’s growing each and every year. Additionally, this year Globe BMX, based in Saskatoon, SK joined Alberta 
BMX as a member club and averaged 20 riders per event. A number of SK riders even participated in the Alberta champi-
onships knowing full view they couldn’t hold an “AB” plate. They did it  just for the experience. Suffice to say, BMX is 
thriving in Alberta. 

 

The Provincial team participated in six out of Province events in BC, QC and ON. Overall, our riders did well, having at least 
one Alberta rider placing on the podium in each and every race. For many of the younger riders this was their first intro-
duction to SX start hills. They all performed well and have gained valuable experience which will improve their skills going 
forward. Additionally, Alberta riders participated in the National Championships which were held in Calgary. This was the 
best attended BMX National event ever and Alberta riders took home approximately 130 “N” plates. This means that at 
least 130 Albertans qualified to attend the BMX World Championships in Rock Hill, SC next year!!! 

 

Based on the all the information I reviewed BMX participation in Alberta is the highest in Canada. All the other Provinces 
have been contacting Alberta BMX and/or ABA to find out how we’re doing it. Alberta is the model other Provinces are 
looking to follow. BMX is alive and well here. It’s been an excellent year and I’m looking forward to continue to grow the 
sport in not only Alberta but across Canada. 

 

Tim 

 

 

 

 

 



VP Women’s Racing—Deanne Coish 

 

Allison Beveridge took home a bronze medal at the Rio Olympics 

Trailblazers has almost doubled since last year with participation 

All disciplines are down in women participation except for road 

4 women dedicated clubs in Alberta 

Women registration are down from last year 

Events hosted by Liv Ambassadors and Bell Joy Ride Ambassadors are getting more women exposed to cycling some in 
conjunction with racing events 

High attendance of girls in trailblazers and women in the Joy Ride and Liv Rides hope to engage more women in cycling 

 


























